ﬁﬁ/V‘M‘S MAY 1982
W

Rabbi Joseph Radinsky
Many times people come to me and say, "Rabbi, I want to belong. I am new in town or |
have been away from the Jewish community for a long time and I want to belong. Something
18 missing in my life. Nobody really cares whether I am living or dead. It really does
not make any difference to anybody what I do.'" This feeling of rootlessness, of not
belonging causes them great anquish and many times even boils over into rage. "Notice me,

make me feel that I, tco, am important", they seem to thunder at you.

How, though, does a person belong? How can a person feel that he is part of something?
Many sociologists today tell us that one of the reasons for our evefmounting crime waves
is because people do not feel that they belong. They do not feel that they are part of
society, therefore, they feel justified in taking anything they can,any way they can since

there is no way they can be part of the total group. Paradoxically, the only way a perscn

Lo belong to a ¢t~
o
sorority or fraternity, young people are willing to submit to all sorts of foolish procedures

can feel that he belongs is by sensing and assuming limitations. I g

e TIONT ; ¢ In other words, unless they are called upon to sacrifice

for the group and to adopt certain rules and procedures, they do not feel that they belong.
h/ii gp belong a person must show that he has somehow earned the right to belong and

that his antribution is needed by the group.

I am reminded of the pathetic story of a young man who wanted to join a fraternity. When
V/gs was blackballed for no good reaso?\he turned to the authoritiesf They determined that

since this fraternity was a non-profit organization this group would have to accept him.

He was very happy until he found out that by his going to the authorities not only he, but

everyone else would also have to be accepted. He looked at the judge and said, "You mean

everybody can be accepted? That's not the kind of fraternity I want to belong to."” He

wanted to belonqg but he did not want that if everybody else could auvtomatically belong, too.

He, of caurse, was wrong but it shows clearly that belonging means limitations, the limiting

of others to belong and ine limiting of your own behavior. 1In order to belong a person

must sccept upon himself the rules and obligations of the grnu?ﬁ\otherwisgNhe will never e

be able to feel that he can belong. He must also feel personally responsible for all the
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mempers of the group. The urge to belong, of course, can be misused and turned into 3

terrible vehicle of prejudice and hatred.

In Judaism everyone 1s free to belong, but you must assume your responsibilities as a Jew.
Nobody is ever excluded. Anyone who assumes his responsibilities is immediately included,
but you cannot feel you belong unless you assume responsibilities as a Jew, unless you feel
responsibility for every other Jew and for the activities of your Congregation. It does no
good in Judaism to say that you love your religion but then fail to assume responsibilities
for your fellow Jews and fail to live a Jewish life.style. You cannot love Judaism and

the Jewish people unless you love individual Jews, unless you relate to them and want to
help them and want to be with them. People who come to me and say that they want to belong
are very welcome, but unless thev participate in the Synagogue's activities and unless they
feel personally responsible for the Jewish destiny here in Houston and throughout the world,

they will never feel that they belong.

In Judaism we exclude no one. The reason many scholars say the English lost their empire
was because no matter what the natives would do they would always be excluded. They were
never made to feel that they could become a member of the elite. Certain clubs, beaches,
etc. were restricted to English only. This type of exclusion enrages people and foments
revolution. Judaism has always been a religious democracy. We have always said that a
person would always be accepted and could rise to any position in the community if he

assumed his responsibilities, lived a Jewish life, and learned about the Jewish tradition.

Pretty soon tne holiday of ShaQuos will be here. The Rabbis teach us that all the souls

of all the Jewishvthroughout history were present at Mt. Sinai when the Ten Commandments
and Torah was given. The Torah was and is accessible to everyone. The Ten Commandments
were not given just to one or_ﬁwo people, but to the assembled Jewish people in front of
Mt, Sinai. Everyone can belong. Everyone can make a contribution. We just have to assume
our respecnsibilities. One of the most frustrating things in the world is to have someone

always do things for you but never permit you to do anything for him. This eventually leads
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to hatred. The person who receives and is not allowed to give anything in return socon
becomes bitter. We, in America, sometimes wonder why all the people we have aided hate us.
One of the reasons, I believe, is because we have not allowed them to give us anything.

We have sent Peace Corps overseas to train other nations, but we have not indicated any

way we could learn from them. We were the ones who could teach. We had nothing to learn
from them. This attitude shows that the person receiving does not belong. This excludes

him. This will, in the end, cause very generous good people to be hated for no real good

reason.

It is important that everyone in the community be allowed to make a contribution, to
participate no metter what their level of ability, learning, means, or even commitment.

It they want to participate and if they show that they want to participate by accepting
certain obligations and responsibilities, then we must let them participate. Judaism is

open to evervone. In the Torah portion, Kedoshir, we learn that when Moshe was tu teach

the principles of holiness he was to speak to all the people. '"Speak unto all the LCongregatior
of the Children of Israel, you shall be holy for I, the Lord Your G-d, am holy." Every

Jew can be holy and every Jew can belong. He just has to want to.



